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WIDA Alternate ACCESS Participation  
Decision Tree

Yes  No 

The student should not participate in 
English language proficiency testing. 

Yes No 

The student is eligible to participate in English 
language proficiency testing. Use the 

grade-appropriate WIDA ACCESS test. 

Yes No 

The student is eligible to participate in English 
language proficiency testing. Use the 

grade-appropriate WIDA ACCESS test. 

Yes   No 

The student is eligible to participate in English language proficiency 
testing. Use the grade-appropriate WIDA ACCESS test. 

The student is eligible to participate in 
testing with WIDA Alternate ACCESS. 

Has the student been 
identified as an English 

learner (EL)?

Does the student have the 
most significant cognitive disabilities 

as defined by your state?

Does the student require extensive direct individualized 
instruction and substantial support to achieve measurable 

gains in the grade- and age-appropriate curriculum?

Does or will the student participate in 
state alternate content assessment based 

on alternate achievement standards? 

 
Assessment participation decisions must be made by an IEP team, not an individual. Check with your state 
education agency on specific criteria for identifying ELs with the most significant cognitive disabilities.
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