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Guidelines for Sharing and Adapting WIDA Materials 

Sharing WIDA Documents  
WIDA makes many publications available at no charge on its website at wida.wisc.edu. If you wish to 
share these documents with others, please link to them rather than downloading and reposting them. 

You can link to documents on the WIDA website from your organization’s website or in shared PDF 
documents. Provide a descriptive link for the URL rather than just the URL. For example, use this 
descriptive text to link to the WIDA English Language Development Standards, 2020 Edition, instead 
of just the URL: https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld/2020.  

In addition to linking to documents on the public website, you may also link to documents that are 
available only to users with accounts on the WIDA Secure Portal. These documents require a login to 
access. Users who click the link will be asked to log in, after which the link will take them to the correct 
document. Use a descriptive link for the URL instead of just the URL itself. For example, use this text 
to link to the Accessibility and Accommodations Manual instead of 
https://portal.wida.us/resource/detail/5fafc1fb-24ca-eb11-a2df-0050568beee8. To avoid confusion 
for users, add “(WIDA Secure Portal account required)” after the link. 

Please do not download and post any WIDA files or documents on your organization’s website or share 
them via email unless specifically directed to do so (such as in the case of promotional flyers for WIDA 
events, for example). Do not post any WIDA documents to shared storage media, such as intranets or 
Google Drive. To do so is a violation of WIDA’s copyright; instead, link to the documents on the WIDA 
website, as directed in the previous paragraphs. 

If you have questions about any of these guidelines, contact WIDA at help@wida.wisc.edu.  

Adapting WIDA Materials for Your Own Use 
You may request permission to adapt WIDA materials for your own use or for the use of others as long 
as you do not charge a fee for access to the adapted materials. Please follow these guidelines: 

1. Email the Client Service Center with your request. Provide as many details as possible. Once 
permission is granted, abide by the instructions in the following steps. 

2. Give WIDA credit. Include a clearly displayed copyright notice and reference to the source of 
the materials. For example, include a line that says “WIDA English Language Development 
Standards Framework, © 2020 Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin System 
wida.wisc.edu.”  

3. Include author information and contact details. For example, include a line that says “Adapted 
by Martha Ko, Lowell Elementary School, msko@lowell.k12.gov.”  
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4. Do not create source confusion. Do not include the WIDA logo anywhere on your 
adaptation. Use a title that clearly describes the source of the adaption, such as “Lowell 
Elementary School’s Introduction to the WIDA ELD Standards Framework.” Do not state or 
imply WIDA review or approval. 

5. Use appropriate WIDA terminology in your adaptation. Double check the WIDA website for 
correct usage of product and service names. 

6. Include full reference information for any WIDA resources adapted or mentioned. Preferred 
references are provided below for some of our most-used materials. If you are adapting/citing 
a material not listed in the following reference examples, you will be sent the preferred 
reference listing when you are granted permission to adapt the resource. 

Licensing WIDA Materials for Commercial Use 
If you are a vendor who would like to develop commercially available materials adapted from WIDA 
intellectual property, please contact help@wida.wisc.edu for information on licensing.  

Preferred References 
The following reference examples follow APA reference style. If your publication is following a different 
style manual, you may revise the reference to follow that style, but please be sure to include all of the 
same information. 

WIDA. (2016). WIDA Can Do descriptors, Key Uses edition, grade 1. Board of Regents of the University 
of Wisconsin System. https://wida.wisc.edu/resources/can-do-descriptors-key-uses-edition-
grade-1  

WIDA. (2016). WIDA Can Do descriptors, student name charts, grades 9–12. Board of Regents of the 
University of Wisconsin System. https://wida.wisc.edu/resources/can-do-descriptors-student-
name-charts-grades-9-12 

WIDA. (2020). WIDA English language development standards framework, 2020 edition: Kindergarten–
grade 12. Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin System. 
https://wida.wisc.edu/resources/wida-english-language-development-standards-framework-
2020-edition   

WIDA. (2021). Marco de referencia de las artes del lenguaje del español de WIDA: Aplicación para la 
actualización y desarrollo de estándares. Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin 
System. https://wida.wisc.edu/resources/marco-ale-aplicacion-para-la-actualizacion-y-
desarrollo-de-estandares 

WIDA. (2023). Marco de los estándares del desarrollo auténtico del lenguaje español de WIDA: Kínder al 
12o grado. Junta de Regentes del Sistema de la Universidad de Wisconsin. 
https://wida.wisc.edu/resources/marco-de-los-estandares-del-desarrollo-autentico-del-
lenguaje-espanol-de-wida 
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